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Correspondence.

MEDICAL CHARITIES.

"Audi alteram partem."

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SiRS,-The series of lectures arranged for the next two
months by the Joint Lectures Committee of the Charity
Organisation Society will, I believe, be of interest to
members of the medical profession and their friends. I
venture, therefore, to send you a note about them.
They are eight in number and will be delivered at the
Portman Rooms, Baker-street, at 4.30 P.M. on Fridays,
beginning on the 21st inst., when Sir William Broadbent
has kindly consented to preside and give a short introductory
address. The lectures are on the following subjects: The
Growth of Medical Charities (Oct. 21st), Mr. C. S. Loch;
the Dispensary (Oct. 28th), Dr. L. A. Hawkes ; the Hospital
(Nov. 4th), Mr. Clinton Dent; the Poor-law Infirmary
(Nov. llth), Dr. T. D. Savill; the Lunatic Asylum (Nov. 18th),
Dr. Rayner; District Nursing (Nov. 25th), Miss Amy
Hughes; Sick Insurance (Dec. 2nd), Mr. F. G. P. Neison ;
and the Provident Dispensary and District Nursing (Dec. 9th),
Dr. J. B. Hurry.
Mrs. Hill, the hon. secretary, 19, Park-mansions, Batter-

sea-park, S.W., will gladly send prospectuses to all inquirers.
I am, Sirs, your obedient servant,

C. S. LOCH,
Secretary, Charity Organisation Society.

Buckingham-street, Strand, W.C., Oct. 12th, 1898.

C. S. LOCH,

THE CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTOR.

To the Editors of THE LANCET. ’,

SIRS,-The extraordinary legislation of the past session in
the matter of vaccination-which has made us the laughing-
stock of all other civilised nations in consequence of the
surrender by Parliament of scientific truth to the prejudices
of the ignorant-has compelled me to be a " conscientious
objector" in the opposite sense to the one created by the
recent Acts of Parliament. I have the honour to be a

magistrate as well as a physician and I have, after very
careful consideration, determined that (knowing what I do)
I cannot conscientiously sign a certificate of exemption from
compulsory vaccination except in a case of proved bad
health. I have therefore determined to retire from the
bench whenever an application comes before me for such a
certificate. I venture to hope that my medical brethren who
are magistrates will see their way to pursue the same line of
action. I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,

THOS. W. THURSFIELD, M.D. Aberd., F.R.C.P. Lond.,
J.P. for the County of Warwick.

Leamington, Oct. 8th, 1898.

THOS. W. THURSFIELD, M.D. Aberd., F.R.C.P. Lond.,
J.P. for the County of Warwick.

THE EXCLUSION OF INFECTION FROM 
SCHOOLS.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,&mdash;Will you be good enough to give publicity to the
following facts, which I think should be widely known in
the interests of parents and schools ? 7

I have a preparatory school for boys and for some years I
made use of the following certificate which I asked parents
to fill up before the beginning of each term, and this was
regularly done.

CERTIFICATE.

" certify that...... is quite fit to return to school, that he has not
had any infectious illness during the holidays, neither has he to the
best of my knowledge been exposed to any danger of infection during
the three weeks preceding his return to school."

During these years measles (twice), chicken-pox, and
whooping-cough were introduced into the school and could
all be traced unmistakeably to the holidays in spite of this
certificate, and as a climax a boy returned with scarlatina
in its very mildest form but with throat slightly ulcerated
and a faint rash. The consequences were disastrous to me,
resulting in no less than 15 cases and involving me in a

pecuniary loss of over .6500, besides all the inconvenience-
and loss to parents caused by illness leading to breaking-up-
of the school. I have now obtained the almost unanimous
consent of the parents to a still more stringent precaution
I require a medical examination and certificate dating not

later than the day previous to the boy’s return to school.
The certificate appended to the one quoted above reads
thus :-
"I certify that I have this day carefully examined ......... who

returns to school to-morrow, and that there are no signs of any
infectious complaint about him." (Signature of medical man.) .........
In addition to this I get my own school medical attendant.
to see all the boys immediately on their arrival at school.
On Sept. 30th, a Friday, my boys came back to school; 21.

of us travelled together in a saloon from London. On our
arrival my medical man found that one boy admitted having"
some spots on his body ; he examined him and found well-
developed chicken-pox, some of the spots being obviously
about a week old. The boy knew he had been having’
" I heat-spots for some time. The medical man at home saw
him on the Thursday, after which he was poorly and his.
temperature rose to 100-1&deg; F., so the medical man was sent
for to see him again the same evening and again on Friday
to satisfy the mother that he was fit for school. I hold the
medical man’s certificate worded exactly as above. Chicken-

pox being what it is and the boy having been for over an
hour in the train with so many others I fully expect that.
every boy in the school who has not previously had the-
illness will have it now and all their parents and the school
must suffer accordingly.
But this is not all. Finding that this particular boy said

the medical man had not examined his body at all on the"
Thursday I pushed my inquiries further, with the following
results. Out of 32 boys whose certificates I hold only 14 ha(i
been examined on their chest, 17 in the throat, several had
simply been told to put their tongues out, 5 had not been
examined at all as to either tongue, throat, or chest, and none-
at all were examined on the head. The net result is that out.
of the 23 medical men from various parts of England and
Scotland only 7 (including 2 distinguished London prac-
titioners) made a thorough examination before signing this
explicit declaration, "I have carefully examined." Such a
cursory examination as satisfied most of these gentlemen
would have failed to discover the case of scarlatina referred
to above quite as surely as it failed to discover the chicken-
pox on the present occasion.
My object in writing to you, Sirs, is to ask your assistance-

in bringing this matter before the medical profession, who
are in so many ways the best friends of schoolmasters, whose-
sympathetic help is so necessary to us, and with whom we-
wish to work in complete harmony. But my recent experi-
ence seems to show that many scarcely quite realise yet the-
importance of safeguarding schools from epidemics or the-
ease with which the first symptoms of infection may escape
even the professional eye. For obvious reasons I can only
sign myself, Sirs,

Yours faithfully,
Oct. 3rd, 1898. A PREPARATORY SCHOOLMASTER.

P.S.-It is only fair to the medical man mentioned above
to say that just before posting this I have received a letter
from him saying that he examined the boy’s lungs both back
and front on the Thursday and there were no chicken-pox
marks upon him then. He intimates that the spots were
only " a pustular eruption."

A PREPARATORY SCHOOLMASTER.

"ULCERATING GRANULOMA OF THE
PUDENDA."

To the Editors of THE LANCET,

SIRS,-In THE LANCET of July 9th last attention is drawn
to the disease termed "ulcerating granuloma of the pudenda"
which appears to be prevalent in the West Indies. There
is no doubt that the disease is similar to anaSection which
is prevalent in India, a description of which was given by
myself in the Indian 3ledical 6azette of liay, 1898, under
the term "chronic venereal sores." In India it is believed
that the disease is venereal in origin-the ulceration originat
ing as a chancre or bubo-although not syphilis. The
disease is of a most inveterate character and very difficult
to cure. I am, Sirs, yours faithfully, MAITLAND,i. -1,1-,iITLAND,

Heutenaut-Colonet, I.M.S
. General Hospital, Madras, Sept. 19th, 1898.

J. MAITLAND,
Lieutenant-Colonel, I.M.S


